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I STATEMENT BY HIS MAJESTY’S GOVERNMENT ON DECEMBER 6, 

1946. 

(1) Statement issued by His Majesty’s Government on 6th December, 1946 

The conversations held by H. M. 0. with Pandit Nehru, Mr. _ Jinnah, 
Mr. Liaqaat Ali Khan and Sardar Baldev Singh came to an end this evening 
as Pandit Nehru and Sardar Baldev Singh are returning to India tomorrow 

morning. _ 

The object of the coversations has been to obtain the participation and 
co-operation of all parties in the Constituent .Assembly. It was not expected 
that any final settlement could be arrived at since the Indian representatives 
must consult their colleagues before any final decision is reached. 

The main difficulty that has arisen lias been over the interpretation of 
paragraph 19 (v) and (viii) of the Cabinet Mission’s statement of May 16th 
relating to the meeting is in sections which run as follows :— 

Paragraph 19 (a).—“T hese sections shall proceed to settle provincial 
constitutions for the Provinces included in each section and shall also decide 
whether any group constitution shall be set up for those Provinces and i 
so with what provincial subjects the group should deal. Provinces shall 
have power to opt out of groups in accordance with provisions of sub-clause 

(viii) below. 

Paragraph 19 (viii ).—“As soon as new constitutional arrangements have 
come into operation it shall be open to any Province to elect to come out ol 
any Group in which it has been placed. Such a decision shall be taken by the 
new Legislature of Province after first general election under nev. constitution.” 

Cabinet Mission have throughout maintained the view that decisions oi 
sections should in the absence of agreement to the contrary be taken by simple 
ma jority vote of representatives in the sections. This view has been accepted 
by Muslim League but Congress have put forward a different view. They have 
asserted that true meaning of statement read as a whole is taat Provinces have 
a right to decide both as to grouping and as to their own constitution. 

H. M. G. have had legal advice which confirms that statement of May 
16th means what Cabinet Mission have always stated was their intention.' 
This part of Statement as so interpreted must therefore be considered an 
essential part of scheme of May 16th for enabling Indian people to formulate a 
new constitution which H. M. G. would be prepared to submit to Parliament. 
It should therefore.be accepted by all parties in Constituent Assembly. 

It is however clear that, other questions of interpretation of Statement 
of May 16th may arise and H. M. G. hope that if Council of Muslim League are 
able to agree to participate in Constituent Assembly they will also agree as have 
Congress that Federal Court should be asked to decide matters of interpreta¬ 
tion that may be referred to them by either side and will accept such decision 
so that procedure both in Union Constituent Assembly and sections may accord 
with. Cabinet Mission’s plan. On matter immediately in dispute H. M. G. 
urge the Congress to accept view of Cabinet Mission in order that way may 
be open tor Muslim League to reconsider their attitude, if in spite of this 
reaffirming of intention of Cabinet Mission the Constituent Assembly desires 
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that tais fundamental point should be referred for decision of Federal Court 
such reference should be made at a very early date. It wall then be reason- 
able that meetings of sections of Constit uent Assembly should bepos pone 

until decision of Federal Court is known. 

There has never been any prospect of success for Constituent Assembly 
except upon the basis of an agreed procedure. Should a constitution come 
to be framed by a Constituent Assembly in which a large section of Indian 
population had not been represented II. M. G. could not of course contemplate 
— as Congress ha ve stated they would not contemplate—-forcing suca a cons 1 - 

tution upon any unwilling parts of the country. 


(2) Resolution passed by the Standing Committee of the Chamber of Princes 

on the 29th January, 1947. 


RESOLUTION 

1. This meeting reiterates the willingness of the States to render the 
fullest possible co-operation in framing an agreed Constitution for, and in the 
setting up of, the proposed Union of India in accordance with the accepted 

plan ; and declares— 

r (a) that the following fundamental propositions inter alia form the 

basis for the States’ acceptance of the Cabinet Mission’s plan 
(i) The entry of the States into the Union of India in accordance 
with the accepted plan shall be on no other basis than that of 
negotiation, and the final decision shall rest with each State. 
The proposed Union shall comprise, so far as the States are 
concerned, the territories of only such States or groups of 
States as may decide to join the Union, it being understood 
that their participation in the Constitutional discussions in 
the meantime will imply no commitments in regard to then- 
ultimate decision which can only bo taken after consideration 
of the complete picture of the constitution. 

tU) The States will retain all subjects and powers other than those 
ceded by them to the Union. Paramountcy will terminate 
at. the olose of the interim period and will not be transferred 
to or inherited by the new Government of India. Ail the 
rights surrendered by the States to the Paramount Power will 
return to the States. The proposed Union of India viU 
therefore, exercise only such functions m relation to the States 
in regard to Union subjects as are assigned or delegated by 
them"to the Union. Every State shall continue to retain its 
. soverignty and all rights and powers except to the extort that 
those rights and powers have been expressly delegated by it. 
There can be no question of any powers being vested or in¬ 
herent or implied in the Union in respect of tho States unless 

specifically agreed to by them. 

(Hi) Tho Constitution of eaoh State, its temtorialiutegrity, and the 
1 succession of its reigning dynasty in accordance with the ous 

tom law and usage of tho State, shall not be interfered with by 
tho Union or any Unit thereof, nor shall the existing boundaries 
of a Stato be altered excopt by its froo consent and approval. 






(iv) 


So far as the States are concerned,.the 

*£Sr«*A — — -ns « 

constitutions of individual States or groups of States. 

(„) His Majesty’s Government have made » they 

U it is for the States to decide freely '^Mission’s Memoran- 

rSSS States Treaties and Paramount^ 
‘^Political arrangements between the States on the^one 
and ^British Crown and British India on the other-dl be 
brought to an end ” after the interim period. . Thevoidwm 
have to be filled either by the States^cmteimg mt < 

British India, or failing this, entering into particular politic. 

arrangements with it/’ 

« :^ttu7af» 

5 -h ^^e 

only authoritative body competent under the ^et tamn B 

on such questions relating to their position m the new Indian 
Constitutional structure as the States might entrust to it. 

(cl that while the distribution inter se of the States’ quota of seats on 
the Constituent Assembly is a matter for the States to consid 
and decide among themselves, the method of selection ot the 
States representatives is a matter for consultation between the 
States Negotiating Committee and the corresponding Committee 
of the British India portion of the Constituent Assembly before 
final decision is taken by the States concerned. 


2. This meeting.— 


v 




endorses the Press Statement issued on 10th June, 1946, by the 
Standing Committee of the Chamber of Princes in consultation 
with the Committee of Ministers and the Constitutional Advisory 
Committee, in regard to the attitude of the States towards the 
Cabinet Mission’s plan ; and 


Supports the official statement of the views communicated by the 
States Delegation to the Cabinet Mission on 2nd April, 1946, 
which inter alia associated the States with the general desire 
in the country for Inhia’s complete self-government or indepen¬ 
dence in accordance with the accepted plan. 


3. This meeting resolves that, in accordance with this Resolution and th° 
instructions and Resolutions of the States’ Constitutional Advisory Committe 
as endorsed bv the Standing Committee of Princes and the Committee of 
Ministers, the States Negotiating Committee be authorised to confer with the 
corresponding committee of the British India portion of the Constituent. 
Assembly, as contemplated and declared by His Majesty's Government in 
Parliament, in order to negotiate (a) the terms of the States’ participation in 
the Constituent Assembly when it reassembles under paragraph 19 (6) of the 
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Cabinet Mission’s Statement and ( b ) in regard to their ultimate position in 
the All-India Union, provided that the results of these neogitations will be 
subject to the approval of the aforesaid States’ Committees and ratification 
by the States. 



(3) Resolution passed by the Working Committee of the All India Muslim 

League on the 31st January, 1947. 


The Working Committee of the All India Muslim League have given care¬ 
ful consideration to the Statement issued by His Majesty’s Government on 
December 6, 1946, the resolution passed thereafter by the Congress Working 
Committee on December 22, 1946, and by the A. I. C. C. on January 6, 1947, 
the speeches delivered by responsible leaders of the Congress at the A. I. C. C. 
session referred to above, and the proceedings of the Constituent Assembly 
during its two sessions so far held ; and record their views as follows : 

By their statement of December 6, His Majesty’s Government admitted 
that the interpretation which the Muslim League had always put on Paragraph 
19 (5) and 19 (8) of the Cabinet Mission’s Statement of May 16th was the correct 
one and accorded with the intention of the Cabinet Mission and His Majesty’s 
Government. By that Statement it was also proved that the Congress, on the 
other hand, had “put forward a different view” and, therefore, had not accept¬ 
ed what His Majesty’s Government themselves described as “this fundamen¬ 
tal point’ , namely, that decision in the Sections, including questions relating to 
the settling of the constitutions of the provinces included in each group, ‘*should 
in the absenoe of agreement to the contrary, be taken by a simple majo¬ 
rity vote of the representatives in the Sections.” His Majesty’s Government 
furthermore, added that “ this Statement as so interpreted, must therefore 
be considered an essential part of Scheme of May 16 for enabling the Indian 
people to formulate a constitution which His Majesty’s Government would 
be prepared to submit to Parliament.” Accordingly, in their Statement 
of December 6%they urged the Congress to accept “ this re-affirmation of the 
intention of the Cabinet Mission ”, or in the alternative to refer the point to 
the Federal Court at a very early date. 

In their Statement of December 6, His Majesty’s Government also affirmed 
that tho Congress had agreed that other questions of interpretation of the 
Statement of May 16 which might arise might be referred by either side to the 
Federal Court whose decisions should be accepted, and, on the assumption that 
the Congress had agreed to this procedure. His Majesty’s Government asked 
the Muslim League also to agree to it in order to ensure that “ the procedure 
both in tho Union Constituent Assembly and in the Sections may accord with 
the Cabinet Mission’s Plan.” 

Thirdly, His Majesty’s Government in the last paragraph of their State¬ 
ment of Deoember 6, reiterated the fact that “ there have never been any 
prospect of success for tho Constituent Assembly except upon the basis of the 
agrood procedure ”, and they repeated tho assurance : “ Should the consti¬ 

tution come to be framed by a Constituent Assembly in which a large seotion 
of tho Indian population had not been represented, His Majesty’s Government 
would not of course contemplate—as the Congress have stated they would not 
contemplate—forcing such a constitution upon any unwilling parts of the 
country.” Tho moaning and tho application of this assurance wore further 



clarified by Sir Stafford OJjpji-.fMP-g &£££ ^SdT-SSS 
comber of the Statement.” Tide 

*° »° bound by ttie - 

Go *£t m» rs 

and they wore called upon . . , ,. r 

1 To accept honestly and unequivocally the correct interpretation o 

already accepted by the Muslim League, or to 
refer the point to the Federal Court: 

2 To re-affixm that they accepted the procedure for the settling of other 

questions of interpretation that might arise, so that the decision should accord 
with the basic and fundamental principles of the Scheme of May 16 > 19 . 

namely that either side could refer such questions to the Federal Cour whos 

decisions would be binding on all concerned ; and 

3 To postpone the session of the Constituent Assembly which had been 
called for the 9th December, 1946, pending settlement of the dispute oyer 
fundamental points of principle and procedure which had been brought to the 
fore by the Statement of December 6 and the correct interpretation of which 
the Congress had not accepted, as was made clear in that statement, there being 
no prospect of success for the Constituent Assembly without suoh agreement, 
particularly on the part of the Congress. 

The Working Committee of the All-India Muslim League regret to note 
that the Congress have reacted to the situation created by the Statement of 
December 6 in a manner which shows that they are determined to adhere to 
their own views and interpretations of fundamental provisions m the Cabinet 
Mission’s Statement of May 16, which militate against clearly expressed inten¬ 
tions and interpretations of the authors of that Statement as well as oi His 
Majesty’s Government as a whole and which destroy the very basis on which 
the constitutional plan set forth in that Statement had been drawn up. 

By their resolution of December 22, the Congress Working Committee 
rejected the suggestion that the point m dispute should be referred to the 
Federal Court if the Congress did not accept “ this re-affirmation of the inten¬ 
tion of the Cabinet Mission and that Committee decided to convene a meet- 
in" of the All-India Congress Committee for the purpose of giving a decision 
on the issue raised by the Statement of December 6. The Working Committee 
of the Congress, however, in their resolution indulged in an attack on the Bri¬ 
tish Government for their renewed interpretation and clarification, which had 
called the Congress bluff, and on the Muslim League for no other fault except 
that its stand had been at last vindicated. 

The A. I. C. C. by its resolution passed on January 6, purported “ to 
agree to advice action in accordance with the interpretation of the British 
Government in regard to the procedure to be followed in the Sections ”, about 
which there never was any doubt in the mind of any sane and honest person, 
but it immediately added the follow'ing qualifying clauses : “ It must be 

clearly understood, however, that this must not involve any compuls on on a 
Province and that the rights of Sikhs in the Punjab should not be jeopardised. 
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In the event of any attempt at such compulsion, a Province or part of a Pro¬ 
vince lias the right to take such action as may be deemed necessary in order 
to give effect to die wisnes of the people concerned. The future course of 
action will depend upon the developments that take place and the A. I. C. 0. 
therefore, directs the Working Committee to advise upon it,whenever circum¬ 
stances so require keeping in view the basic principle oi provincial autonomy/’ 

These qualifying clauses, in the considered opinion of the Working Commi¬ 
ttee of the All-India Muslim League, confer the right of veto within the Section 
on a ‘ Province ” and, what is more absurd, on “ a part of Province ”,as well 
as on the Sikhs in the Punjab, and, therefore, they completely nullify the advice 
or the so-called “ acceptance ” by the Congress of the December 6 Statement 
and this A. I. C. C. resolution is no more than a dishonest trick and jugglery of 
words by which the Congress has again attempted to deceive the British Govern¬ 
ment, the Muslim League and public opinion in general. 

The question at issue was a very simple one. What was required was a 
straight and honest answer and not these evasions, equivocations and camou¬ 
flage from one of the two major contracting parties to the questions whether 
the Congress honestly and sincerely agreed to the proposals of May 16, as 
clarified by His Majesty’s Government on December 6, 1946, and whether they 
were prepared to honourably abide by them and carry out the letter and spirit 
of the proposals which were put before the two major parties by the British 
Government, who were merely acting as mediators, as unfortunately the two. 
major parties had failed to come to any agreement ao Simla and the Conference 
at Simla had broken down. 

Of the second point in H. M. G.’s Statement of December 6, the procedure 
whereby either side could refer other questions of interpretation to the Federal 
Court, the resolution of the A. I. C. C. makes no mention, but the mover of the 
resolution, Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru, on being questioned on the second day 
of the A. I. C. C. ’s deliberations as to whether the Congress had agreed to this 
procedure categorically answered m the negative and declared : “ Apart 

from this, in view of the recent development and the Statement) of December 
6, which produces a new situation, I am not prepared to admit for an instant 
that we have agreed to any future procedure about references. Whatever the 
future brings we shall have to consider it. I should like to make it perfectly 
clear that we are giving no assurance about anv references in regard to any 
other matters to the Federal Court. We are not going to commit ourselves 
at the present moment to any reference to the Federal Court or to any other 
-authority. We shall decide—or the Constituent Assembly shall decide— 
as we think best in the circumstances/’ 

With regard to the third point, namely, that “ ifn constitution comes to 
be framed by a Constituent Assembly in which a large section of the Indian 
population had not been represented ”, such a constitution would not be forced 
upon any “ unwilling parts of the country ”, the A. I. C. C. resolution, in 
Paragraph 3, completely distorts the meaning and application of this principle 
and makes this an excuse to instigate a section ot the population of Assam, the 
North-West Frontier Province, the Sikh and even Baluchistan, to revolt 
against the decisions that might be taken by the relevant Sections sitting as a 
whole and by a simple majority vote. In the opinion of the Working Commit¬ 
tee of the All-India Muslim League the subsequent decision of the Assam 
Provincial Congress not to abide by the procedure laid down for Sections and 
its reiteration that “ the constitution for Assam shall be framed by her own 
representatives only ” is a direct result of this instigation and is a step taken bv 
Assam Congress men in collusion with the All-India leaders of the Congress. 




The Constituent Assembly met on December 9, and subsequent dates and 
thereafter on January 20, and subsequent dates and has already taken decisions 
of vital character so far as it is know n to the public ; and as some of the sittings 
were held in camera it is very difficult to get correct information as to what 
other resolutions it has passed or what decisions it has already taken. It a as 
passed a resolution known as the Independent Sovereign Republic Resolution 
laying down the objectives. It is not only a proclamation of India as an In¬ 
dependent Sovereign Republic but it lays down fundamentals of the cons 1 u 
tion as was admitted by Pandit Jawaharalal Nehru, the mover of the resolu¬ 
tion. If is a very vital resolution. It lays down the essentials of the nex 
constitution : several things which are mentioned there are fundamentals 
of the constitution. It speaks of a Republic, of Union : , functions and 
powers vested in the “ Union or as are inherent or implied in the Union and 
resulting therefrom, and talks of present boundaries, States and present autho¬ 
rities, the residuary powers, powers being derived from the people, minority 
rights and fundamental rights. These are undoubtedly fundamentals of the 
constitution and chev are beyond the limit of the powers and the terms of the 
Cabinet Mission’s Scheme of May 16, and the resolution is therefore illegal, 
ultra vi r es and not competent to the Constituent Assembly to adopt. 

Next, it lias appointed several committees and has proceeded to elect the 
Advisory Committee, referred to in Paragraph 20 of the Statement of the 
Cabinet Mission and the Viceroy on the rights of citizens, minorities, tribal and 
excluded ar^as. Further it has appointed a Steering Committee and various 
other committees and as some of the decisions have been taken in camera it 
is very difficult to say what resolutions it has passed or decisions it has taken. 
It has also passed the “ rules of Procedure ” and assumed control of Sections 
by means of these rules for which there i's no warrant or justification particu¬ 
larly Rule 63, which runs as follows :— 


“ 63(1) The Assembly shall before finally settling the Union constitutions 
give an opportunitj' to the several Provinces and States through their legisla¬ 
tures to formulate, within such time as it may fix their views upon the resolu¬ 
tions of the Assembly outlining the main features of the constitution or, if the 
Assembly so decides, upon the preliminary draft of the constitution. 

(2) Before the constitution of any Province is finally settled or the deci¬ 
sion to set up a Group constitution for the Section in which the Province is 
included is finally taken, an opportunity shall be given to the Province con¬ 
cerned through its legislature to formulate, within such time as may be fixed 
for the purpose, its views (A) upon the resolution outlining the main features 
of the constitution or, if the majority of representatives of the Province in the 
Assembly so desire, upon the preliminary draft ol such constitution, and (B) 
upon preliminary decision of the Section concerned as to whether a Group 
constitution shall be set up for the Provinces included in the Section and, if so, 
with what Provincial subject the Group should deal.” 

And lastly, it has appointed a Committee to define the scope of the Union 
subjects whereas the position was made quite clear immediately after tlie 
Statement of May 16 was issued by the Secretary of State for India in his broad¬ 
cast and by Sir Stafford Cripps at his Press Conference where he read out an 
explanatorv statement. Both of them stated in the clearest possible terms to 
the time and manner in which the Group constitutions were to be framed by 
the Sections concerned before the Union constitution was taken up. The 
Secretary of State said : “After a preliminary meeting in common, these 
representatives of the Provinces will divide themselves up into three Sections. 
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These Sections will decide upon Provincial and Group matters. Subsequently 
they will reunite to decide upon the constitution for the Union. Sii Stafford 
Cripps at his Pres Conference said : “ So the three Sections will formulate 

the Provincial and Group constitutions and when that is done they work to* 
gether with the States* representatives to make the Union constitution. That 
it is the final phase.” And the Union is strictly confined to three subjects. 

It is clear from the above that the Constituent Assembly in which only 
the C< mgress Party is represented has taken decision on principles and proct dure 
some of w hich cxceeed the limitations imposed by the Statement of May 16 
on the Constituent Assembly’s functions and powers at- the preliminary stage 
and which iurther impinge upon the powers and functions of the Sections. 
By taking these decisions in the Constituent Assembly and by appointing 
a packed committee consisting of individuals chosen by r the Congress, the 
Congress lias already converted that truncated Assembly into a rump and some¬ 
thing totally different from \s hat the Cabinet Mission’s Statement 1 .ad provided 
tor. 

In view of these facts and circumstances the Working Committee of the 
All-India Muslim League are definitely of the opinion that the Congress, by 
rejecting this final appeal of His Majesty’s Government to accept the correct 
interpretation of fundamental procedure of the Cabinet Mission’s Statement 
of May 16, and by having already by the resolution ai d decisions taken in tw r o 
sessions, converted the Constituent Assembly into a body of its own concep¬ 
tion, lias destroyed all fundamentals of the Statement of May 16 and every 
possibility of compromise on the basis of the Cabinet Mission’s constitutional 
plan. The Working Committee accordingly call upon His Majesty’s Govern¬ 
ment to declare that the constitutional plan formulated by the Cabinet Mission 
as announced on May 16, has failed because the Congress, after all these months 
of efforts, have not accepted the Statement of May 16, 1946, nor have the 
Sikhs, nor the Scheduled Castes. 

The proposals of May 16 could only be given effect to and carried out if the 
two major parties agreed" to accept them. The Congress had not ard have not 
accepted and do not accept them, although the Muslim League had accepted 
by their resolution the Statement of May 16, 1946, as tar back as June 6, 1946. 
But in view of the fact that the Congress refused to accept the proposals in 
toto and unequivocally, the Muslim League had to withdraw its acceptance on 
July 29, 1946. 

The Working Committee of the All-India Muslim League arc therefore 
emphatically of the opinion that the elections to, and thereafter the summoning 
of the Constituent Assembly", in spite of strong protests and most emphatic 
objections on the part of the Muslim League, was ab initio void, invalid and 
illegal as not only the major parties had not accepted the Statement, but even 
the Sikhs and the Scheduled Castes had also not done so : and that the consti¬ 
tution of the Constituent Assembly and its proceedings and decisions are 
ultra vires , invalid and illegal and it should be forthwith dissolved. 

In view of these facts and circumstances the Working Committee are 
clearly of opinion that as the Congress, as a major contracting party, has not 
accepted the Statement of May 16, as clarified by H. M. G s Statement 
of December 6, no useful purpose will be served summoning a meeting of lie 
Council of the All-India Muslim League to reconsider its decision of July 29, 
1946, whereby it has withdrawn the acceptance of the Cabinet Mission s Plan 
of May 16, 1946. 



n STATEMENT BY HIS MAJESTY’S GOVERNMENT ON 20TH FEBRUARY, 

1947. 

(1) Statements made by the Prime Minister in the House of Commons on 

20th February, 1947. . 

I—INDIAN POLICY 

1. It has long been the policy of successive British Governments to work 
towards the realisation of self-government in India. In pursuance ot tins 
policy, an increasing measure of responsibility has been devolved on Indians, 
and today the civil administration and the Indian Armed Forces rely o a 
very large extent on Indian civilians and officers. In the constitutional © > 
the Acts of 1919 and 1935 passed by the British Parliament each representec 
a substantial transfer of political power. In 1940 the Coalition Govemmen 
recognised the principle that Indians should themselves frame a new constitu¬ 
tion for a fully autonomous India, and in the Offer of 1942 they invited them 
to set up a Constituent Assembly for this purpose as soon as the war as ovei. 

2. His Majesty's Government believe this policy to have been right and 
in accordance with sound democratic principles. Since the}' came mto o ce 
they have done their utmost to carry it forward to its fulfilment. 1 e ec 
laration of the Prime Minister of loth March last, which met with general 
approval in Parliament and the country, made it clear that it v-as oi ie 
Indian people themselves to choose their future status and constitution an 
that in the opinion of His Majesty’s Government the time had come for res¬ 
ponsibility for the government of India to pass into Indian hands, 

3. The Cabinet Mission which was sent to India last year spent ovei 
three months in consultation with Indian leaders in order to help them to 
agree upon a method for determining the future constitution of India, so 
that the transfer of power might be smoothly and rapidly effected. It was 
only when it seemed clear that without some initiative from the Gabine 
Mission agreement was unlikely to be reached that they put forward prop os a 
themselves. 

4. These proposals, made public in May last, envisaged that the future 
constitution of India should be settled by a Constituent Assembly composed 
in the manner suggested therein, of representatives of all communities and 

interests in British India and of the Indian States. 

5. Since the return of the Mission, an Interim Government has been set 
up at the Centre composed of the political leaders of the major conmmunities, 
exercising wide powers within the existing constitution. In all the Provinces 
Indian Governments responsible to Legislatures are in office. 

6. It is with great regret that His Majesty’s Government find that there 
are still differences among Indian parties which are preventing the Constituent 
Assembly from functioning as it was intended that it should. It is of the 
essence of the plan that the Assembly should be fully representative. 

7. His Majesty’s Government desire to hand over their responsibility 
to authorities established by a constitution approved by all parties in India 
in accordance with the Cabinet Mission’s plan. But unfortunately there is 
at present no clear prosjiect that such a constitution and such authorities will 
emerge. The present state of uncertainty is fraught with danger and can¬ 
not be indefinitely prolonged. His Majesty’s Government wish to make in 
clear that it is their definite intention to take necessary steps to effect the 
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transference of power to responsible Indian hands by a date not later than 
June 1948. 


8. This great sub-continent now containing over four hundred million 
people has for the last century enjoyed peace and security as a part of the 
British Commonwealth and Empire. Continued peace and security are more 
than ever necessary today if the full possibilities of economic development are 
to be realised and a higher standard of life attained by the Indian people. 

9. His Majesty’s Government are anxious to hand over their responsi¬ 
bilities to a Government which, resting on the sure foundation of the support 
of the people, is capable of maintaining peace and administering India with 
justice and efficiency. It is therefore essential that all parties should sink 
their differences in order that they may be ready to shoulder the great res¬ 
ponsibilities which will come upon them next year. 

10. After months of hard work by the Cabinet Mission a great measure 
of agreement was obtained as to the method by which a constitution should 
be worked out. This was embodied in their statements of May last. His 
Majesty’s Government there agreed to recommend to Parliament a constitu¬ 
tion worked out in accordance with the proposals made therein by a fully 
representative Constituent Assembly. But if it should appear that such a 
constitution will not have been worked out by a fully representative Assembly 
before the time mentioned in paragraph 7, His Majesty’s Government will 
have to consider to whom the powers of the Central Government in British 
India should be handed over, on due date, whether as a whole to some form of 
Central Government for British India, or in some area to the existing Pro¬ 
vincial Governments, or in such other way as may seem most reasonable 
and in the best interests of the Indian people. 


11. Although the final transfer of authority may not take place until 
June 1948, preparatory measures must be put in hand in advance. It is 
important that the efficiency of the civil administration should be maintained 
and that the defence of India should be fully provided for. But inevitably, 
as the process of transfer proceeds, it will become progressively more difficult 
■ to carry out to the letter all the provisions of the Government of India Act, 
1935. Legislation will be introduced in due course to give effect to the final 
transfer of power. 


12. In regard to the Indian States, as was explicitly stated by the Cabinet 
Mission, His Majesty’s Government do not intend to hand over their powers 
and obligations under paramountcy to any Government of British India. 
It is not intended to bring Paramountcy, as a system, to a conclusion earlier 
than the date of the final transfer of power, but it is contemplated that 
for the intervening period the relations of the Crown with individual States 
may be adjusted by agrreement. 


13. His Majesty’s Government will negotiate agreements in regard to 
matters arising out of the transfer of power with the representatives of those to 
whom they propose to transfer power. 


14. His Majesty’s Government behove that British Commercial and 
industrial interests in India can look forward to a fail’ field for their enterprise 
under the now conditions. The commercial connection between India and 
(he United Kingdom has boon long and friendly and will continue to be to 

.heir mutual advantage. 
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15 His Majesty's Government cannot conclude this statement without 
expressing on behalf of the people of this countiy their goodwill and good 
wishes towards the people of India as they go forward to this final stage in 
then- achievement of self-government. It wall be the wash of everyone in 
these islands that notwithstanding constitutional changes, the association of 
the British and Indian peoples should not be brought to an end , and they 
will wish to continue to do all that is in their power to further the well-being 

of India. 


II—CHANGE OF VICEROY 

The House will wish to know of an announcement which is being made 
public today. Field Marshal the Right Honourable Viscount Wavell was 
appointed Viceroy in 1943, after having held high mihtary command in the 
Middle East, South-East Asia and India with notable distinction snice the 
beginning of the war. It was agreed that this should be a war-time appoint¬ 
ment. Lord Wavell has discharged this high office during this very difficult 
period with devotion and a high sense of duty. It has, however, seemed that 
the opening of a new and final phase in India is an appropriate time to termi¬ 
nate this war appointment. His Majesty has been pleased to approve, as 
successor to Lord Wavell, the appointment of Admiral the Viscount Mount- 
batten, who will be entrusted with the task of transferring to Indian hands 
responsibility for the government of British India in a manner that will best 
ensure the future happiness and prosperity of India. The change of office 
wall take place during March. The House wall be glad to hear that His Majesty 
has been pleased to approve the conferment of an Earldom on Viscount 

Wavell. 


(2) Statement 


.ade by the Honourable Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru 

22nd February, 1947. 


on 


The statement made by prime Minister Mr. Clement Attlee in the House of 
Commons on February 20, in regard to Indian policy has received and is re¬ 
ceiving the earnest attention of all those who are vitally interested in bringing 
the present transitional period to a satisfactory conclusion. 

The statement is obscure in some places and requires careful consideration. 
The outstanding feature of it, however, is the decision of the British Govern¬ 
ment; to transfer power to Indian hands not later than Juue 1948. It has 
further been stated that preparatory measures must be put in hand in advance. 
This is important, as only thus can be secured a rapid and effective transference 
of power within this period. 

Mv colleagues and I are giving the fullest thought to this statement, 
and early next month the congress Working Committee will meet and give 
its considered views on the new situation that has arisen. 


I should like to say, however, even at this stage that the decision of the 
British Government is a wise and courageous one. The clear and definite 
declaration that the final transference of power will take place by a date not 


later than June 1948 not only removes all misconception and suspicion, but 
also brings reality and a certain dynamic quality to the present situation hi 
India. That decision will undoubtedly have far-reaching consequences and 
puts a burden and responsibility on all concerned. 






It is a challenge to all of us and we shall try to meet it bravely in the spirit 
of that challenge. 1 trust that we shall all endeavour to get out of the ruts 
and end the internal conflicts that have frustrared our efforts and delayed 
our advance and accept this burden and responsibility keeping only the inde¬ 
pendence and advancement of India in view. 

The work of the Constituent Assembly must now be carried on with 
greater speed so that the new and independent India may take shape and be 
clothed with a constitution worthy of her and bringing relief and opportunity 
to all her children. In this great work we'invite afresh all those who have 
kept aloof and we ask all to be partners in this joint and historic undertaking 
casting aside fear and suspicion, which will become a great people on the eve 
of f reedom. 


The Constituent Assembly, however constituted, can only proceed with 
its work on a voluntary basis. There can be no compulsion, except the com¬ 
pulsion of events, which none can ignore. The moment British rule goes, 
the responsibility for the governance of India must inevitably rest on her people 
and their representatives alone. They will have to shoulder that responsibility. 
Why then should we not accept this responsibility now and work together to 
find integrated solutions of our problems ? "No external authority is going to 
help or binder us in future. 

The British Government on behalf of their people have expressed their 
goodwill and good wishes to the people of India. We have had a long past of 
conflict and ill-will. But we earnestly hope that this past is over. We look 
forward to a peaceful and co-operative transition and to the establishment 
of close and friendly relations with the British people for the mutual advantage 
of both countries and for the advancement of the cause of peace and freedom 
all over the w orld. 


(3) Resolutions passed by the Working Committee of the All-India Congress 

Committee on March 8,1947. 

1. The Working Committee welcome the declaration made on behalf of 
the British Government of their definite intention to transfer power finally 
by a date not later than June, 1948, and to take steps to that end m advance. 

The transfer to power, in order to be smooth, should be preceded by re¬ 
cognition in practice of the Interim Government as a Dominion Government 
with effective control over the Services and Administration, and the Viceory 
and Governor-General functioning as the constitutional head of the G overnment 
The Central Government must necessarily function as a Cabinet with full 
authority and responsibility. Any other- arrangement is incompatible with 
good government and is peculiarly dangerous during a transitional period full 
of political and economic crisis. 

The Congress has already expressed its acceptance of the British Cabinet 
Missi in’s scheme of May 16, 1946, and lias further accepted the interpretations 
put upon it by the British Cabinet on December 6, 1946. In accordance there¬ 
with, the Oonsitutent Assembly has been functioning and has appointed va¬ 
rious committees to carry on its work. It lias become all the more essential 
now to expedite this work so that the constitution for an Indian Union and its 
constituent units should be finally prepared and given effect to well witlun 
the stated period to facilitiate the final transfer of power. 
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The Working Committee welcome the decision of a number of States to 
join the Constituent Assembly and trust that all the States and theii peoples 
will be effeetivelv represented in this task of making a constitution for an 
Indian Union. The Committee invite afresh the representatives of the Mus¬ 
lim League, who have been elected to the Constituent Assembly, to join in this 

historic undertaking. 

The work of the Constituent Assembly is essentially voluntary. The 
Working Committee have frequently stated that there can or should bo no 
compulsion in the making of a constitution for India. It is the fear of compul - 
sion or coercion that has given rise to distrust and suspicion and conflict. If 
this fear goes, as it must, it will be easy to determine India’s future so as to 
safeguard the rights of all communities and give equal opportunities to all. 

It has been made clear that the constitution framed by the Constituent Assem- 
blv will apply only to those areas which accept it. It must also be understood 
that any province or part of a province which accepts the constitution and 
desires to join the Union cannot be prevented from doing so. Thus there must 
be no compulsion either way, and the people will themselves decide their future. 
This peaceful and co-opertive method is the only way to make Democratio 
decisions with the maximum of consent. 

In this hour when final decisions have to be taken, and the future of India 
has to be shaped by Indian minds and hands, the Working Committee earnestly 
call upon all parties, and groups, and all Indians generally, to discard violent 
and coercive methods, and co-operate peacefully and democratically in the 
making of a constitution. The time for decision has come and no one can stop 
it or stand by and remain unaffected. The end of an era is at hand and a new 
age will soon begin. Let this dawn of the new age be ushered in bravely, leav¬ 
ing hates and discords in the dead past. 

Inviting the Muslim League to meet representatives of the Congress, the 
resolution says :— 

“In view of new developments which are leading to a swift transfer of 
power in India, it has become irfeumbent on the people of India to prepare 
themselves jointly and co-operatively for this change, so that this may be 
effected peacefully and to the advantage of all. The Working Committee, 
therefore, invite the All-India Muslim League to nominate representatives to 
meet representatives of the Congress in ordor to consider the situation that 
has arisen and to devise means to meet it. 

“The Working Committee will keep in close touch with the representatives 
of the Sikhs and other groups concerned with a view to co-operating with them 
in the steps that may have to be taken and in safeguarding their interests.” 

S? IL During the past seven months India has witnessed many horrors and 
tragedies which have been enacted in the attempt to gain political ends by 
brutal violence, murder and coercion. These attempts have failed as all 
such attempts must fail, and have only led to greater violence and carnage. 

The Punjab, which had thus far escaped this contagion, became six weeks 
ago the scene of an agitation, supported by some people in high authority, 
to coerce and break a popular Ministry which could not be attacked by consti¬ 
tutional methods. A measure of success attended this, and an attempt was 
made to form a Ministry dominated by the group that had led the agitation 

. 13 was bitterly resented and had resulted in increased and widespread 
violence There has been an orgy of murder and arson and Amritsar and 
Multan have been scenes of horror and devastation. 

These tragic events have demonstrated that there can bo no settlement of 
tiie problem in the Punjab by violence and coercion can last. Therefore it is 
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necessary to find a way out which involves the least amount of compulsion. 
This would necessitate a division of the Punjab into two provinces, so that the 
predominantly Muslim part may he separated from the predominatly non- 
Muslim part. 

The Working Committee commend this solution which should work to the 
advantage of the communities concerned and lessened friction and fear and 
suspicion of each other. The Committee earnestly appeal to the people of the 
Punjab to put an end to the killing and brutality that are going on, and to face 
the tragic situation, determined to find a solution which does not involve com¬ 
pulsion of any major group and which will effectively remove the causes of 
friction. 


(4) Correspondence between the General Secretary, All-India Muslii 

and the General Secretary, All-India Congress Committee 


League 


1. Copy of the letter from Mr. Shankarrao Deo, General Secretary 

of the Indian National Congress, to Mr. Liaquat Ali Khan, 

General Secretary of the All-India Muslim League, dated New 

Delhi, March 9, 1947. 

I have pleasure in sending you herewith copies of three resolutions passed 
by the Working Committee at Delhi yesterday. I would like to draw your 
particular attention to Resolution No. 2 wherein an invitation lias been issued 
to the Muslim League to send their representatives to meet representative 
of the Congress. I shall be grateful if you could let me have an early reply, so 
that further steps might be taken in this matter. 

2. Copy of the reply from Mr. Liaquat Alt Khan, Honorary Secretary, 

All-India Muslim League, to Shankarrao Deo, Esq., General 

Secretary, All-India Congress Committee, dated March 13, 1947. 

This is to acknowledge the receipt of your letter dated March 9, which I 
shall place before the next meeting of the Working Committee of the All-Inoia 
Muslim League for their consideration. 


3. Copy of the reply from Mr. Shankarrao Deo General, Secretary, 

Indian National Congress, to Mr. Liaquat Ali Khan, General 
Secretary, All-India Muslim League, New Delhi, April 11, 1947. 

May I draw your attention to your letter dated March 13, 1947, and request 
you to let me know when the next meeting of the Working Committee of the 
All-India Muslim League is likely to be held. As it is necessary for us to know 
at an early date whether your organization is willing to send their representa¬ 
tives to meet representatives of the Congress. I would be obliged if you 
expedite your decision in the matter. 

4. Copy of the reply from Mr. Liaquat Ali Khan, Honorary General 

Secretary, All-India 1 Muslim League, to Mr. Shankarrao Deo, 
Secretary, All-India Congress Committee, dated April 14,1947. 

With reference to your letter of April 11, 1947,1 am to inform you that no 
date for the next meeting of the Working Committee of the All-India Muslim 
League has been fi xed as yet. In view of the discussions which are now in pro¬ 
gress between the Viceroy and the India leaders, it is not likely that a mee mg 
of the Woridng Committee will be ca 1] ed until a definite stage in the talks 

haw been readied. 
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(1) Statement by 



Majesty’s Government on June 3, 1947 


INTROPUt TION* 


u 

s 


1. Oil February 20th, 1947, His Majesty's Government announced the., 

intention of transferring power in British India to Indian hands by d une 19 hs 

His Majesty’s Government had hoped that it would bo possible for the majoi 

parties to co-operate m the working-out of tlie Cabinet Mission’s Plan of Mav 

19 Id, and evolve for India a Constitution acceptable to all concerned. This 

hone lias not been fulfilled. 

% 

2. The majority of the representatives of the Provmoi s ot Madras, Bom¬ 
bay, she United Provinces, B lnr, Central Provinces and Berar, Assam, Orissa 
and the North-West Frontier Province, and the representatives of Delhi. 
Ajmer-Merwara and Coorg liave already made progress in tlie task of ev ol\me 
a new Constitution. On the other hand, the Muslim League Pad y, including 
m it a majority of the representatives ot Bengal, the Punjab and Sind as also 

the representative of British Baluchistan, has deemed not t<» participate in the 
Constituent Assembly. 

1 r> } vis always boon the desire of His Majesty’s Government that power 
s!iouM l> ‘ transferred lu accordance with the wishes of the Indian people thom- 
sslres. Tins task would have been greatly facilitated if there had been an vo 
mmt> am0Q h r the Indian political parties. In the absence of such agreement 
the task of devising a method by which the wishes of the Indian people can he 
ascertained ,ias devolved upon His Majesty’s Government. After full consul¬ 
tation with political leaders in India, His Majesty’s Government have decided 
to adopt for this purpose the plan set out below. His Majesty’s Government 
wi,h to mike it eleav that they have no intention of attempting fo frame any 
ultimate Constitution for India ; tins is a m vtter for the Indians themselves 

Nor is th we anything in tins plan to preclude negotiations between eommuni- 
tu3s tor a united India. 


the issues to be decided 

+• It IB not the intention of His Majesty’s Government to interrupt th. 
ivork ot the existing Constituent Assembly. Now that provision is made fo, 
certain Provinces specified below, His Majesty’s Government trust that as 
consequence of tins am,mine unent, the Muslim Teague representatives ofthosi 
l .evinces, a raij >rity of woo.se representatives are already participating u, ,f 
will now take-tueir due share in its labours. At the same'tiiue, i. L dear that 
any constitution framnl by t. is Assembly cannot apply to those parts of tl 

sa s.t&sel'"* ° r “" h «« - ~ 

(«) 11-1 ^ existing Constituent Assembly • or 

V 

m in i n anl mpMai, Oomtituent Awembly counting of tl>c more 

,bMe " >f “> X 
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BENGAL AND THE PUNJAB 

5 . The Provincial Legislative Assemblies of Bengal and the Punjab (ex¬ 
cluding the European members) will, therefor, each be asked to meet in two 
parts, one representing the Muslim majority districts and the other the rest o 
the Province. For the purpose of determining the population ot districts, the 
1941 census figures will be taken as authoritative. The Muslim majority 
districts in these two Provinces are set out in the Appendix to this Announce- 

menfc. 

The members of the two parts of each Legislative Assembly si. mg 
separately will be empowered to vote whether or not the Province should be 
partitioned. If a simple majority of either part decides in favour of partitu n 
division will take place and arrangements will be made accordingly. 

7 Before the question as to the partition is decided, it is desirable^ chat the 

represents ves of each part shoul dknow in advance which Constituent Assemb- 
lv the Province as a whole would join in the event of the two parts subsequently 
deciding to remain united. Therefore, if any member ot either Legislative 
Assembly so demands, there shall be held a meeting ot all members ot tkeLegis 
iative Assembly (other than Europeans) at which a decision will be taken on 
the issue as to which Constituent Assembly the Province as a whole would join 
if it ware decided by the two parts to remain united. 

8 . In the event of partition being decided upon, each part of the Legisla¬ 
tive Assembly will, on behalf of the areas they represent, decide which of the 

alternatives in paragraph 4 above to adopt. 

9. For the immediate purpose of deciding on the issue of partoioti, the 
members of the Legislative Assemblies of Bengal and the Punjab will sit n 
two parts according to Muslim majority districts (as laid dow n m the Appendix) 

temnorarvMature as it is evident that for the purposes of a fina partition of 
these Provinces a detailed investigation of boundary questions will be needed , 

aBonniiary fommisZ w,U bo * by the Governor-Genera), the number- 
* h i„ and term, of reference of which w,U be settled m eonsaltat.cn noth thete 

Xthe Punjab on tL basis of ascertaining the contiguous majority areas of 

Mas .nit an.) b.” yon to the Bcneal Boundary Cemmt- 

at™ 0 ' 1 untoithe report of aBoundary Oomm.as.on has been put mto effect, the 
provisional 'ooundanes indicated in the Appendix a ill be used. 

SIN D 

graph 4 above. 

NORTH-WEST frontier province 

1 • M- (1,0 North-West Frontier Province is exceptional. 
11. The posit ion ot J he ^ or ? t ' is Provlnce are already participating m 

the exiatmp Conrdituent Aesenibl^ B • ^ ^ or any part of tho Punjab 

Assombly '* wiU 1)0 ” y 
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give the North-West Frontier Province an opportunity to reconsider its posi¬ 
tion. Accordingly, in such an event, a referendum will be made to the elec¬ 
tors of the present Legislative Assembly in the North-West Frontier Province 
to choose which of the alternatives mentioned in paragraph4 above they wish 
to adopt. The referendum will be held under the aegis of the Governor-General 
and in consultation with the Provincial Government. 

BRITISH BALUCHISTAN 


1 2. British Baluchistan has elected a member, but ho has not taken his 
seat in the existing Constituent Assembly. In view of its geographical situa¬ 
tion, this Province will also be given an opportunity to reconsider its position 
and to choose which of the alternatives in paragraph 4 above to adopt. His 
Excellency the Governor-General is examining how this can most appropriate^ 
be done. 

ASSAM 

13. Though Assam is predominantly a non-Muslim Province, the district 
of Sylhet which is contiguous to Bengal is predominantly Muslim. There has 
been a demand that, in the event of the partition of Bengal, Sylhet should be 
amalgamated with the Muslim part of Bengal. Accordingly, if it is decided 
that Bengal should be partitioned, a referendum will be hold in Sylhet district 
under the aegis of the Governor-General and in consultation with the Assam 
Provincial Government to decide whether the district of Sylhet should continue 
to form part of the Assam Province or should bo amalgamated with the new 
Province of Eastern Bengal, if that Province agrees. If the referendum results 
in favour of amalgamation with Eastern Bengal, a Boundary Commission 
with terms of reference similar to those for the Punjab and Bongal will be set 
up to demarcate the Muslim majority areas of Sylhet district and contiguous 
Muslim majority areas of adjoining districts, which will then be transferred to 
Eastern Bongal. The rest of the Assam Province will in any case continue to 
participate in the proceedings of the existing Constituent Assembly. 

REPRESENTATION IN CONSTITUENT ASSEMBLIES 


14. If it is decided that Bengal and the Punjab should be partitioned, it 
will be necossary to hold fresh elections to choose their representatives on the 
scale of one for every million of population according to the principle contained 
in the Cabinet Mission’s Plan of May 16th, 1946. Similar elections will also 
have to be held for Sylhet in the event of it being decided that this district 
should form part of East Bengal. The number of representatives to which 
each area would be entitled is as follows :— 


Description of Constituency 



No. of Members 



Province 


General Muslims Sikhs 


Sylhet District 
West Bengal 
East B< ngal 
West Punjab . 
East Punjab . 



2 

4 

29 

12 

4 



Nil 

Nil 


2 




Total 
3 • 

19 

41 

17 

12 














r 
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15. In accordance with the mandates given to them, the representatives 
of the various areas will either join the existing Constituent Assembly or form 
the new Constituent Assembly. 

ADMINISTRATIVE MATTERS 

16. Negotiations will have to be initiated as soon as possible on the admi¬ 
nistrative consequences of any partition that may have been decided upon :— 

(a) Between the representatives of the respective successor authorities 

about all subjects now dealt with by the Central Government, 
including Defence, Finance and Communications. 

(b) Between different successor authorities and His Majesty’s Govern¬ 

ment for treaties in regard to matters arising out of the transfer 
of power. 

(c) In the case of Provinces that may be partitioned, as to the adminis¬ 

tration of all provincial subjects such as the division of assets 
and liabilities, the police and other services, the High Courts, 
provincial institutions, etc. 


THE TRIBES OF THE NORTH-WEST FRONTIER 

17. Agreements with tribos of the North-West Frontier of India will have 
to be negotiated by the appropriate successor authority. 


THE STATES 


18. His Majesty’s Government wish to make it clear that the decisions 
announced above rolate only to British India and that their policy towards 
Indian States contained in the Cabinet Mission Memorandum of 12th May 
1946 remains unchanged. 

NECESSITY FOR SPEED 


19. In order that the successor authorities may have time to prepare them¬ 
selves to take over power, it is important that all the above processes should be 
completed as quickly as possible. To avoid delay, the different Provinces 
or parts of Provinces will proceed independently as far as practicable within 
the conditions of this Plan. The existing Constitutent Assembly and the new 
Constituent Assembly (if formed) will proceed to frame Constitutions for their 
respective territories : they will of course be free to frame their own rules. 

IMMEDIATE TRANSFER OF POWER 


20. The major political parties have repeatedly emphasized their desire 
i hat there should be the earliest possible transfer of power in India. ' With this 
lesire His Majesty’s Government are in full sympathy, and they are willing to 
anticipate the date of June, 1948, for the handing over of power by the setting 
up of an independent Indian Government or Governments at an even earlier 
date * Accordingly, as the most expeditious, and indeed the only practicable 
wav of meeting this desire, His Majesty’s Government propose to introduce 
legislation during the current session for the transfer of power this year on a 
Dominion Status basis to one or two successor authorities according to the 
decisions taken as a result of this announcement. This will be without preju- 
,j ' t i ) ie Hght of the Indian Constituent Assemblies to decide in due course 

whether or not the part of India in respect of which they have authority will 
remain within the British Commonwealth. 








FURTHER ANNOUNCEMENTS BY GOVERNOR-GENERAL 


•21. His Excellency tho Governor-General will from time to time make such 
further announcements as may be necessary in regard to procedure or any 
other matters for carrying out the above arrangements. 


APPENDIX 


The Muslim majority districts of Punjab and Bengal according to 1941 
census. 

1 The Punjab.— 

Lahore Division.—Gujranwala, Gurdaspur, Lahore, Sheikhupura, 
Sialkot. 

Rawalpindi Division.—Attock, Gujrat. Jholum, Mianwali. Rawalpindi, 
Shahpur. 

Multan Division.—Dera Ghazi Khan, Jhang, Lyallpur, Montgomery, 
Multan, Muzaffargarh. 

2. Bengal.— 

Chittagong Division.—Chittagong, Noakhali, Tippera. 

Dacca Division.—Bakerganj, Dacca. Faridpur, Mymensingh. 
Prosidoncy Division.—Jessorc, Murshidabad, Nadia. 

Rajshahi Division.—Bogra, Dinapur, Malda, Pabna, Rajshahi, Rangpur 

Tho Viceroy’s Houso, 

3rd June 1947. New Delhi. 


.(2). Messages broa least from the A. I. R. Delhi on June 3, 1947, by H. E. 
The Viceroy, Pandit Jawahar Lai Nehru, Mr. M A. Jinnah and Sardar Baldev 

Singh. 

H. E. THE VICEROY 


A statement will be road to you tonight giving tho final decision of His 
Majosty's Government as to tho method by which power will bo transferred 
from British to Indian hands. But before this happens, I want to give a per¬ 
sonal mossago to the people of India, as woll as a short account of the discussions 
which I have hold with tho Loadors of tho political parties and which have led 

up to tho advice I tendered to His Majosty's Government during my recent 
visit, to London. 


Sinco my arrival in India at the end of March I have spent almost every 
day in consultation with as many of the loadors and representatives of as many 
communities and interests as possible. I wish to say how grateful I am for all 
the information and helpful advice they have given me. 

Nothing l havo soon or heard in the past few weeks has shaken my firm 
opinion that with a reasonable measure of goodwill between the communities 
a unified India would bo by far tho best solution of tho problem. 


dor more than a hundred years 400 millions of you have live together and 
this country has been administered as a single entity. This has resulted in 
unified communications, defence, postal services and currency : an absence of 
thrifts and customs barriers ; and the basis for an integrated political c momv. 
My groat hope was that communal differences would not destroy all this. 

Mv first course, in all my discussions, was therefore to urge t.Jie political 
leaders to accept unreservedly the Cabinet Mission plan of 16th May 1946. 
Jn my opinion, that plan provides the best arrangement that can be devised to 
meet the interests of all the communities of India. To my great-regret it has 





20 

been impossible to obtain agreement either on the Cabinet Mission plan, or 
on any other plan that would preserve the unity of India. But there can be 
no question of coercing any large areas in which one community has a majority, 
to live against their will under a Government in which another community has 
a majority. And the only alternative to coercion is partition. 

But when the Muslim League demanded the partition of India, Congress 
used the same arguments for demanding in that event the partition of certain 
Provinces. To my mind tliis argument is unassailable. In fact neither side 
proved willing to leave a substantial area in which their community have a 
majority under the Government of the other. I am, of course, just as much 
opposed to the partition of Provinces as I am to tjae partition of India herself 
and for the same basic reasons. 

For just as I feel there is an Indian consciousness which should trajiscend 
communal differences so I feel there is a Punjabi and Bengali consciousness 
which has evoked a loyalty to their Province. 

And so I felt it was essential that the people of India themselves should 
decide this question of partition. 

The procedure for enabling them to decide for themselves whether they 
want the British to hand over power to one or two Governmejits is set out in 
the statement which will be read to you. But there are one or two points on 
which I should like to add a note of explanation. 

It was necessary in order to ascertain the will of the people of the Punjab,. 
Bengal and part of Assam to lay down boundaries between the Muslim majority 
areas and the remaining areas, but I want to make it clear that the ultimate 
boundarias will be settled by a Boundary Commission and will almost certainly 
not be identical with those which have been provisionally adopted. 

We have given careful consideration to the position of the Sikhs. This 
valiant community forms about an eighth of the population of the Punjab, 
but they are so distributed that any partition of this Province will inevitably 
divide them. All of us w r ho have the good of the Sikh community at heart are 
very sorry to think that the partition of the Punjab, which they themselves 
desire, cannot avoid splitting them to a greater or lesser extent. The exact 
degrees of the split will be left to the Boundary Commission on which they w ill 
of course be represented. 

The whole plan may not be perfect ; but like all plans, its success w ill 
depend on the spirit of goodwill with which it is carried out. I have always 
felt that once it was decided in what way to transfer pow'er the transfer should 
take place at the earliest possible moment, but the dilemma w'as that if we 
w r aited until a constitutional set-up for all India w'as agreed, w'e should have to 
wait a long time, particularly if partition w'ere decided on. Whereas if we 
handed over power before the Constituent Assemblies had finished their work we 
should leave the comitry without a Constitution. The solution to this dilemma, 
which T put forward, is that His Majesty’s Government should transfer 
pow r er now to one or tw r o Governments of British India each having Dommion 
Status as soon as the necessary arrangements can be made. This I hope will 
be within the next few months. I am glad to announce that His Majesty’s 
Government have accepted this proposal and are already having legislation 
prepared for introduction in Parliament this session. As a result of these deci¬ 
sions the s])ecial function of the India Office will no longer have to be carried 
out, and some other machinery will bo set up to conduct future relations 
between His Majesty’s Government and India. 






I wish to emphasise that this legislation will not impose any iest°» 

the power of India as a whole, or of the two States if there is partition, to decide 
in the future their relationship to each other and to other membex States 

British Commonwealth. 

Thus the way is now open to an arrangement by which power can be 
transferred many months earlier than the most optimistic o ne '£* 

themealves on their future, which is the declared policy of His Majesty s 

Government^ ^ mention of the , ndim states, since the new decisions of 
His Majesty’s Government are concerned with the transfer o p 
British India. 

If the transfer of power is to he effected in a F e , ac f u ! 
manner, every single one of us must bend all his efforts to the task. This w no 
time for bickering, much less for the continuation m any hoape or form of the 
disorders and lawlessness of the past few months. Do not forget what a narrow 
margin of food we are all working on. We cannot afford any toleration o 


All of us are agreed on that. 


violence. 

Whichever way the decision of the Indian people may go, I feel sure any 
British officials or officers who may be asked to remain for a while will do every¬ 
thing in their power to help implement that decision. His Majesty as well as 
his Government have asked me to convey to all of you in India them sincere 
good wishes for your future a?id the assurance of their continued goodwil . 

I have faith in the future of India and am proud to be with you all at this 
momentous time. May your decisions be wisely guided and may they be 
carried out in the peaceful and friendly spirit of the Gandhi-Jinnah appeal. 

PANDIT JAWAHAPv LAL NEHRU 

Nearly ni le months ago, soon after my assumption of office, 1 spoke to 
you from ihii place. .1 told you then that we were on the march and the goal 
had still to be reached. There here many difficulties and obstacles on the way 
arid our journey’s end might not be near, for that end was not the assumption 
of office in the Government of India but the achievement of the full indepen¬ 
dence of India and the establishment of a co-operative Commonwealth in which 
all will be equal sharers, in opportunity and in all tilings that give meaning 
and value to life. 


Nine months have passed, months of sore trial and difficulty, of anaicty 

and sometimes even of heart-break. Yet looking back at this period with its 

suffering and sorrow for our people there is much on the credit side also, for 

India has advanced nationally and internationally and is respected today in 

the counsels of the world. In the domestic sphere something substantial has 

been achieved though the burden on the common man still continues to be 

terribly heavy and millions lack food and cloth and other necessaries of life. 
% % 

Many vast schemes of development are nearly ready and yet it is true that most 
of our dreams about the brave things we were going to accomplish have still 
to be realised. 


You know 7 well the difficulties v hi eh the country has had to face, ecor.c me. 
political and communal. These months have been full of tragedy for n illh ns 
and the burden on those who had the governance of the country in their hands 
has been great indeed. , 
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My mind is h-avy with tlr* thought of the sufferings of our people if) the 

areas or disturbance—Mie tho.Hands who are dead and those, especially our 

wo:n mfolk, who have suffered agony worse than death. To their families and 

to innumerable people who have been uprooted from their homes and rendered 

destitute,! I offer my deep sympathy and assurance that we shall do all in our 

power to bring relief. We must- see to it that such tragedies do not happen 
again! ’ | 

m 

At no time have we lost faith in the great destiny of India which takes 
shape even though with travail and suffering. My great regret has been that 
during this period, owing to excess of work, 1 have" been unable to vidt the 
'numerous towns and villages of fndia, as I used to do. to meet my people andl 
to learn about their troubles at first hand. 


i oday I am speaking to you on another historic occasion w hen a vital 
change affecting the future of India is proposed. You have just heard an an- 
nou v-ement on be.ialt of the British Government. This announcement lavs 
do A ii a procedure tor self-determination in certain areas of [ndia. ft envisages 
on t i > one hand the possibility of these areas seceding from India, on the other 
* - u ^ ^ big advance towards complete independence. Such a big change 
must have the full concurrence of the people before effect can be given to it, fir 
if muse always bo remembered that the future ot India can only be decided by 
the people of India and not by any outside authority, however friendly. These 
prop ); ds will b ' placed soon bstore representative assemblies of the people fer 
c >nsi leration. But meanwhile the sands of time run out and decisions cannot 
awaii the normal course of events. So while we must necessarily abide by 
whvf tin people finally decide, we had to come to certain decisions ourselves 
anl t) recommend them to the people for acceptance. 

We have, therefore, decided to accept these proposals and to recommend 
to our larger committees that they do likewise. 

it is with no joy in n.y heart that I commend these proposals to you though 
I have no doubt in my mind that this is the right •. ourse. For generations vve 
have dreamt and struggled for a free and independent united India. Tin pro¬ 
posal to allow cert - ii parts to secede if they so will is painful for any of us 
to c > si temp late. Nevertheless I am convinced that our pro lent decision is the 
right on6 even from the larger view-point. The united India that we have 
laboured tor was not one of compulsion and coercion but a free and willing 

J o 

associ ition of a free people. It may be that in this way we shall reach that 
united Tiidia sooner than otherwise and that she will have a stronger and more 
so rare toundalion. 

Wo are little men serving great causes, but because the cause is great some¬ 
thing of that greatness falls upon us also. Mighty forces are at work in the 
world today and in India, and \ have no doubt that we are ushering in a 
period of greatness for India. The India of geography, of history and tradition, 
i h > Todi i of our minds and hearts cannot change. 

(> i this historic occasion each one of us must pray that he might be guided 
aright ui the service of the motherland and of humanity at largo. We stand 
on a w itersli? 1 dividing the past from the future. Lot us bury that past, in so 
far as it is h i 1 and forget all bitterness and recrimination. Let there he mode¬ 
ration in speech and writing. Let there be strength and perseverenee in 
adhering to the cause and the ideals we have at heart. Let us face the future 
n >t with easy optimism or with any complacency or weakness but with con- 
fi Imcc and a firm faith in India. 
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There has been violence, shameful, degrading and revolting violence, in 
various parts of the country. This must end. We are deleimined 
to end it. We must make it clear that political ends are not to be a ohm od by 
methods of viole nce, now or in the futuie. 

On this the eve of great changes in India \\f have to make a fresh start 
with clear vision and a firm mind, with steadfastness and tolerance and a stout 
heart, We should not wish ill to anyone but think always of every Indian 
as uur brother and comrade. The good of the four hundred millions ol Tndia 

must he our supreme objective. 

\\ e shall seek to build a r.cw our relations with England on a friendly and 
co-operative basis forgettiog the past which has lain so l;ea\ i I \ upon us. 

I should like to express on this occasion my deep appreciation of ihc labours 

of the Vicerov, Lord Mountbatten. ever since his arrival here at a critical jure- 

% 

ture in our history. 

Inevitably on every occasion of crisis and difficulty we think oi oui gr* at 
leader Mahatma Gandhi, wJ,o has led us unfalteringly for over a generation 
through darkness and sorrow to the threshold of our freedom. To hnn wo 
once again pay our homage. Mis blessing and wise counsel will happily he 
with us in the momentous years to come, as always. 

With firm faith in our future T appeal to you to co operate in the great- 
task ahead and to march together to i he heaven of freedom for all in Jmba. 


MR. M. A. JINNAH 


The Statement of His Majesty’s Government embodying the Rian for the 
transfer of power to the peoples of India has already been broadcast and w ill 
he released to the Press to he published in India and abroad tomorrow morning. 
It. gives the outlines of the Plan for us to give it our most earnest consideration. 

” I pi jSSp jSJ *8 * i ^ 

W’c have to examine it coolly, calmly and dispassionate! \. We must remember 
that we have to take momentous decisions and handle grave issues facing us 
in the solution of the complex political problem of this great subcontinent in¬ 
habited by 400 millions people. The world has no parallel for the most onerous 
and difficult task which wc have to perform. 

Grave responsibility lies particularly on the shoulders of Indian leaders. 
Therefore we must galvanize and concentrate all our energy to seo that the 
transfer of power is effected in a peaceful and crdorl v manner. I most 
earnestly appeal to every community and particularly to Muslim 
India to maintain peace and order. Wo must examine the Plan, 
its letter and spirit and come to our conclusions and take our decisions. I 
pray to God that at this critical moment Ho may guide us and enable us to 
discharge our responsibilities in a wise and statesmanlike manner having 
regard to the sum-to to or the Plan as a whole. 

It is clear that the Plan does not meet in some important rospoets our 
point- of view ; and we cannot say or feel that- wo are satisfied or that wo agree 
'with some of the matters dealt w ith bv the Plan. It is for us now to consider 
whether the Plan as presented to us by His Ma jesty's Government should bo 
accepted by us as a compromise or a settlement. On this point I do not wish 
to prejudge the decision of the Council of the All-India Muslim League, which 
has boon summoned to moot on Monday the 9th of Juno : and the final decision 
can only be taken by t he Council according to our Constitution, precedents and 
practice. But so tar as I have been able to gather on the wholo the reaction in 
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the Muslim League circles in Delhi has been hopeful. Ot course the Plan 
has got to be very carefully examined in its pros and cons before the final 
decision can be taken. 

I must say that I feel that the Viceroy has battled against various forces 
very bravely and the impression that he has left on my mind is that he was 
actuated by a high sense of fairness and impartiality and it is up to us now to 
make his task loss difficult and help him as far as it lies in our power in order 
that he may fulfil his mission of transfer of power to the peoples of India, in a 
peaceful and orderly manner. 

Now that the Plan that has been broadcast already makes it clear in 
paragraph 11 that a referendum will be made to the electorates of the present 
legislative Assembly in the North-West Frontier Province who will choose 
which of the two alternatives in paragraph 4 they wish to adopt ; and the 
referendum will be held under the aegis of the Governor-General in consultation 
with the provincial Government. Hence it is clear that the verdict and the 
mandate of the people of the Frontier Province will be obtained as to whether 
they want to join Pakistan Constituent Assembly or the Hindustan 
Constituent Assembly. In these circumstances, I request the Provincial Mus¬ 
lim League of the Frontier Province to withdraw the movement of peaceful 
civil disobedience which they had perforce to resort to ; and I call upon all 
the leaders of the Muslim League and Mussalmans generally to organize our 
people to face this referendum with hope and courage and I feel confident that 
the people of the Frontier will give their verdict by a solid vote to join the 
Pakistan Constituent Assembly. 

I cannot but express my appreciation of the sufferings and sacrifices made 
by all the classes of Mussalmans and particularly the great part the women of 
the Frontier played in the fight for our civil liberties. Without apportioning 
blame, and this is hardly the moment to do so, I deeply sympathise with all 
those who have suffered and those who died or whose properties were subjected 
to destruction and I fervently hope that Frontier will go through this referen¬ 
dum in a peaceful manner and it should bo the anxiety ot overv one to obtain 
a fair, free and truo verdict of the people of the Frontier. 


< 


SARDAR BALDEV SINGH 

You have just heard the broadcasts ot* His Excellency the \ icerov and two 
>f our distinguished countrymen, Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru and Mr. Jinnalu 

You now also know the terms of the Plan which His Majesty’s Government 
have formulated to end the long drawn political deadlock that had bafiled us 
these many months and years. 

It- is a great day today. The occasion is historic. \\c have closed a- 
dreary chapter. A new leaf is now turned. We seem to see gleaming on it 
the fulfilment of what till yesterday was but a dream. Today we enter the 
heritage that was ours the heritage of freedom we have claimed as our birfchi ighfc« 

It will bo idle for me to pretend that the day is bright and joyous as in¬ 
deed we might well have hoped it would bo. It will be untrue if I say we are 
altogether happy. Seldom perhaps has a fulfilment like this been tarnished 
with so much of fear and sorrow. 1 say, seldom, because, oven though we 
struggled and oven though the struggle was long and heavy, oui common 
(piost for freedom need never have divided and torn us as undei one tiom an 
other. This has actually taken place. The shadow of our differences has 
thrown its gloom over us. We have let ourselves bo rent, apait. We witness 
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, „ ti,« rl»vv nf our freedom scenes of mutual conflict and all the 

told losses, financial, ’ . , , ^ . , ;+ fl Aif The dav indeed finds us an 

We look as if we are a house divided against itself. 1 he clay mac 

£ .^. in wf^ix^n wt:; 

TnricelL-the willing surrender of our best for the common good ot us all. 

That, is whv we tell four ol one anotiiei. . •, 1 .... 

T But that was yesterday. Till yesterday, we were pre occupied with our 

little selves The Plan that has now been announced steors a course obvm > . 

above^the conflicting claims. It is not a compromise. I prefer to call i 

settlement. It does not please everybody not the Sikh commum y am w . , 

Knt it is certainly something worthwhile. Lot us take it. at that. 

Taken in that spirit, this Plan should halt the dismal gloom that stalks our 

dear Motherland in so many of its stricken spots today. In ^at spirit, w 

life-tasks that need doing not only to repair the damage we have inflicted 

ourselves but to raise us in stature before the nations ol the world 

We are poor. Let us not forget that we have no apology to let poverty 

continue affliot our people, now that we shall bo masters of our affairs, 
have tasks, big and small, of reconstruction on our hands Let us remom ic 
that it is only when the mind of our leaders is not deflected by internal quarrels 
that they can effectively handle these tasks for our common good. Our people 
have many needs that have lingered unmet for years. Let us settle down 
to meet these needs and relieve the distress that haunts us In a word, what- 
ever our own preferences let us grow above our petty outlooks and work to- 
wether to put our country on the way to greatness that certainly belongs to it. 

We do have to live as brothers or as neighbours. We all do want to live 
in peace and strive for a modicum of ease and comfort in our homes whether in 
villages or in towns. We have had enough of quarrels and trouble. Let us 
now turn from an ugly past and help one another build a great and glorious 

futuro 

This is my counsel to men and women of goodwill, Hindus, Muslims, Sikhs, 
Christians and others. For thousands of years, our ancestors livod together 
in this land with tolerance and neighbourly relations. Lot us restore the old 
glory of our traditions, in order, as I have said, that wo may equip ourselves to 
face the bright future that has now opened. T believe with all my heart that 
the divisions that tend to keep us apart now, will hot last long. I believe also 
that even though we should choose to remain apart at present, we have so 
much in common —economically, geographically and oven spiritually-—that 
the very blue print of our plans, so soon as we view it with care, will bind us 
together. Wo have to forget the unhappy past to see this with precision. Lot¬ 
us concentrate on our common interests. 

I say this with all earnestness. I will add that while making this appeal, 

I am not unaware of the existence in our midst of those discordant elements 

who are inhuman enough to imagine that their prosperity lies in the misfortune 

of their fellow-men and women. Such people should bo shunned. They 

will in fact soon meet their fate. As you must have heard, we have taken the 

strongest measures to enforce law and order and to apprehend the mischief- 

makers wherever we can lav our hands on them. During the last few weeks. 

•' 
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large contingents of armed troops have been deployed in various parts of the 

country to aid the Civil Government. These troops consist of trusted men. 

They will give succour to those in need and act also as stern keepers of peace in 

trouble areas. J want you to look upon the soldier as your friend. He will 

not fail you. * , *, 

•/ 

And to you, Sailors, Soldiers and Airmen also, I must say a few words. 
You are obviously not uninfluenced by the great events that are taking place 
in India today. These include many political and administrative changes 
which will concern you. As men seasoned in life by discipline and fortitude, 
you will undoubtedly not allow yourselves to be needlessly perturbed. Let 
me say with all the authority I can command that your interests will in no cir¬ 
cumstances be allowed to suffer. You have earned a name for yourselves 
throughout the world by your valour and high tradition. Indian will not and 
cannot forget the debt it owes you. Some of you today arc having to perform 
unpleasant duties on internal security work. No one is more conscious of it 
than I. 

Our Motherland is passing through a period of transition and strain. 
Your patriotism and high sense of loyalty will help you to steer clear through 
these difficult times. Do not forget that I ndia's honour is your honour. Serve 
India now in her hour of trial with good conscience and to the best of your 
ability and remain confident that we stand by you today as we have done in 

* !•' 1/ 

the past. The Commander-in-Cbief will, in the next few days, broadcast a 
special message to you. lie will deal with some of the specific problems that 
maynow be engaging your mind. Meanwhile I have nodoubt, whatever politi¬ 
cal considerations may shape the future of India, your interests will be protec¬ 
ted bv ail sides. 


(3) Resolution passed by the Council o i the All-India Muslim League on 

9th June, 1947 

The Council of the All-India Muslim League after full deliberation and 
consideration of the Statement of His Majesty’s Government dated the June 
3, 11)47. laying down the plan of transfer of power to the peoples of India, 
notes with satisfaction that the Cabinet Mission’s Plan of May 16, 1046, wil 1 
not be proceeded with and has been abandoned. The only course open is the 
partition of India as now proposed in H. M. G s Statement of the J une 3. 

The Council of the All-India Muslim League is of the opinion that the 
only solution of India’s problem is todivide India into two—Pakistan and 
Hindustan. On that basis, the Council has given its most earnest attention 
and consideration to HMG’s Stateme.ut. The Council is of the opinion that 
although it cannot agree to the partition of Bengal and the Punjab or give its 
consent to such partition, it has to consider H. M. G’s Plan for the transfer of 
power as a whole. 

The Council, therefore, hereby resolves to give full authority to the Presi¬ 
dent of the All-India Muslim League, Qaed-e-Azam M. A. Jinnah, to accept the 
fundamental principles of the Plan as a compromise a?ul to leave it to him, 
with full authority, to work out all the details of the Pla.n in an equitable and 
just manner with regard to carrying out the complete division of India on the 
basis and fundamejital principles embodied in H. M. G’s Plan including De¬ 
fence, Finance, Communications, etc. 

The Council further empowers the President, Qied-e-Azam M. A. Jinnah 
to take all steps and decisions which may be necessary in connection with and 

relating to the Plan. 
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(4) Resolution passed by the All-India Congress Committee 

on 15th June, 1947. 

The A ICC has given careful consideration to the course of events .since 
its last meeting in January last and, in particular, to the statements made on 
behalf of the British Government on February 20, 1947, and dune ... l.Mi. 
The Committee approves and endorses the resolutions passed by the >\ orking 

Committee during this period. 

The Committee welcomes tJie decision of the British Government to trans¬ 
fer power completely to the Indian people by the next August. 

The Congress accepted the British Cabinet Mission’s statement of May 
1G, 1946, as well as tlie subsequent interpretation thereof dated December 0, 
1946, and has been acting in accordance with it in the Constituent Assembly 
which was constituted in terms oi the Cabinet Mission s plan. 

That Assembly has been functioning for over six months and lias not only 
declared its objectives to be the establishment of an Independent Sovereign 
Republic of India and a just social and economic order, but has also made 
considerable progress in framing the constitution lor the free Indian Union on 
the basis of fundamental rights, guaranteeing freedom and equality of oppor¬ 
tunity to all Indians. 

In view, however, of the refusal of the Muslim League to accept the plan 
of May 16 and to participate in the Constituent Assembly, and further in view 
of the policy of the Congress that it cannot think in terms of compelling the 
people in any territorial unit to remain in an Indian l nion against their 
declared and established will, the A.I.C.C. accepts the proposals embodied in 
the announcement of J une 3 which have laid down a procedure for ascertaining 
the will of the people concerned. 

The Congress has consistently uj held that the unity of India must be main¬ 
tained. Ever si?ice its inception, more than 60 years ago. t ho National Co?igress 
has laboured for the realization of a free and united India, and millions of our 
people have suffered in this great cause. Not only the labours and sacrifices 
of the past two generations but the long cou?\se of India’s history and tradition 
bear witness to this essential unity. Geography and the mountains and the 
seas fashioned India as she is and no human agency can change that shape or 
come in the way of lie? 1 final destiny. Eco?iomio circumstances and the insis- 

4 r * 4 / 

tc?it demands of international affab-s make the unity of India still more neces¬ 


sary. 

The picture of India we have learnt to cherish will remain in our minds and 
hearts. The A. I. C. C. earnestly trusts that when present passions have mib-" 
sided, India’s problems will be viewed in their proper perspective and the false 
doctrine of two nations in I?ulia will be discredited and discarded bv all. 

4 

The proposals of June 3 are likely to lead t o the secession of some parts of 
the country from India. However much this may be regretted, the A. I. C. C. 
accepts this possibility, in the circumstances now prevailing. 


Though freedom is at hand, the times are difficult, and the situation in 
India demands vigilance and a united front of all those who care for the inde¬ 
pendence of India. At this time of crisis and change, when unpatriotic and 
anti-social forces are trying to injure the cause of India and her people, the 
A. I. C. C. appeals to and demands of every Congressman and the people gene¬ 
rally, to forget their petty differences and disputes and to stand by vigilant, 
disciplined and prepared to serve the cause of India’s freedom and defend it 
with all their strength from all who may seek to do it injury. 



rr, A W wnTTvr^MFNTS BY THE GOVERNOR GENERAL IN PURSUANCE 
IV. THE JUNE 3 STATEMENT 

( 1 ) 

GOVERNMENT op INDIA 

SECRETARIAT OF THE GOVERNOR GENERAL 

(REFORMS) 

New Delhi the 10th Jute 1947 , 

No. F. 50 / 47 -R.— The following Announcement by the Governor General 

is published for general information. , T 

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE GOVERNOR-GENERAL. 

In pursuance of paragraph 21 of the Statement by His Majesty’s Govern¬ 
ment dated the 3rd June 1947, His Excellency the Governor-General is pleas d 
to direct that the following procedure shall be followed for the purpose of giving 
effect paragraphs 5 to 8 of the Statement : 

(1) The members of the Bengal Legislative Assembly representing for thj 
time being the constituencies specified in Schedules I and II, and the member 
of the Punjab Legislative Assembly representing for the time being the com 
tuencies specified in Schedules III and IV, shall form the two parts of the Bengal 
Legislative Assembly and the Punjab Legislative Assembly respectively for 
the purpose of taking the decisions referred to in paragraphs 6 and 8 ol the 

Statement. 

(2) The Governor of Bengal shall summon the members forming each such 
part of the Bengal Legislative Assembly, and the Governor of the Punjab shall 
summon the members forming eaoh such part of the Punjab Legislative 
Assembly, to meet on such date, at such time and in such place as he may think 
fit, for the purpose of taking their decision or decisions in accordance with 

paragraphs 6, 7 and 8 of the Statement. 

(3) The Governor shall appoint one of the members of each such body to 
preside over its meetings, and also one of the members of either body to pieside 
over the meeting referred to in paragraph 7 of the Statement in the e\ ent 
of such a meeting being held. Every such person shall have a rirht to vote on 
any issue before the meeting presided over by him, but shall not have or 

exercise a casting vote. 

(4) Each such body shall have power to act notwithstanding any vacancy 
in the membership thereof. 


(5) The President of each such body shall at the commencement of its 
meeting, ascertain if any member demands that the joint meeting referred to 
in paragraph 7 of the Statement should be held and shall forthwith communi¬ 
cate the result to the President of the other body. Should there be such a 
demand from any member, the joint meeting shall be held forthwith at such 
place as may have been appointed in this behalf by the Governor. Immediately 
on the conclusion of such joint meeting, the two bodies shall reassemble 
separately for the purpose of taking their decisions referred to in paragraphs 
6 and 8 of the Statement. 


(6) Subject to the provisions of paragraphs (3), (4) and (5) each such body 
shall determine its own procedure. 

(7) The President of each such body shall communicate its decision or 
decisions to the Governor. 
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Schedule \ 


Description of Constituency 



Number of Members 

Central Urban 

Calcutta North ..... 




• • 

Calcutta East ..... 




• * 

Calcutta West ..... 




• i 

Calcutta Central ..... 




• i 

Calcutta South Central .... 




• l 

Calcutta South ..... 




• i 

Hooghly cum Howrah Municipal 




1 

Burdwan Division North Municipal 





24-Parganas Municipal 




• I 

General Rural 

Burduan Central ..... 




•> 

Burdwan North-West .... 




•> 

Birbhum ..... 





Bank lira West . ... 




•> 

Bankura East ..... 




1 

Midnaporo Central ..... 

§ 




*> 

Jhargrani cum Ghntal .... 




•> 

Midnapore East ..... 




I 

Midnaporo South-West 




t 

Mi‘lnajH>re South-East .... 




1 

Hooghly North-East . .... 




• 

*> 

Hooghly South West .... 




1 

Howrah ..... 




4> 

iM-Parganas South-East .... 




•> 

24* Parganus North-West 





Khulna ...... 




3 

•lalpaiguri cum Siligitri 




3 

Darjeeling ...... 


• 


1 

.If uhtimmatlnn f Vi*i #i 

Calcutta North ..... 

• 

• 

% 

i 

Calcutta South ..... 

• 

• 

• 

. i 

Hooghly r<iia]!lowrah Mitnici|ml 

• 

« 

• 

i 

Barraokporc Municipal .... 

% 

% 

% 

i 

24-Parganus Municipal .... 

• 

• 

% 

. i 


























Description of Constituency 



Muhammadan Rural 


Burdwau 
Birbhum 
Bankura 
Midnapore 
Hooghly 
Howrah 

24-Parganas South 
24-Parganas Central 
24-Parganas North-East 
Khulna 
Satkhira 
Bagerhat 

Jalpaiguri cum Darjeeling 


Women’s General Urban 


Calcutta (General) . 


Women’s Muhammadan Urban 


Calcutta (Muhammadan) . 


Anglo-Indian 


Anglo-Indian 


Indian Christian 


Calcutta cum Presidency Division 

Commerce 6s Industry 

Bengal National Chamber of Commerce 
Indian Chamber of Commerce 
Marwari Association .... 
Muslim Chamber of Commerce 


Landholders 


Burdwan Landholders 


Labour 


Railway Trade Union .... 

Calcutta & Suburbs (Registered Factories) . 

Barrackpore (Registered Factories) 

Howrah (Registered Factories) 

Hooghly cum Serampore (Registered Factories) 
Colliery (Coal Mines) 

Tea Garden Labour (Darjeeling Sadar) 


U niversity 


Calcutta University 
























Schedule II 

All constituencies of the Bengal Legislative Assembly other than the 
following 

1 . All constituencies specified in Sehdule I. 

2. All European constituencies. 

3 The following Commerce and Industry constituencies, namely : 


Bengal Chamber of Coi 


ii 


merce. 


Calcutta Trades Association. 


Indian Jute Mills Association. 

Indian Tea Association. 

Indian Mining Association. 

Schedule 
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Description of Constituency 


Number of Me 


II 




General Urban 


Southern Towns 
South Eastern Towns 
Eastern Towns 
Amritsar City • 


General 


Hissar South 
Hansi 

Hissar North < 

Rohtak North 
Rohtak Central 

Jhajjar * 

North West Gurgaon 
South East Gurgaon 
Karnal South 
Karnal North 
Ambala and Simla 
Kangra North 
Kangra South 
Kangra East 
Kangra West 

Hoshiarpur West 

Una 

Jullundur 

Ludhiana and Ferozepur 
Amritsar and Sialkot 


Rura 


1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 


o 

o 

i 

i 

i 

i 

o 

A. 

l 


l 

(The Caste Hindu 
Member) 
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► 


Description of Constituency 


Number of Members 


l 


i 


Muhammadan Urban 


Southern Towns 
South Eastern Towns 
Eastern Towns 
Amritsar Citv 


Hissar 
Rohtak 

North West Gurgaon 
South East Gurgaon 
Kama! 

Ambala and Simla . 
Kangra & Eastern Hoshia 
Hoshiarpur West 
Jullundur North 
Jullundur South 
Ludhiana 

Ferozepur Central . 
Ferozepur East 
Fazilka 
Amritsar 
Tam Taran 
Ajnala 

Eastern Towns 


South East Punjab 
Ambala North 
Kangra & Northern Hoshiarpur 
Hoshiarpur South 
Jullundur West 
Jullundur East 
Ludhiana East 
Ludhiana Central 
Jagraon 

Ferozepur North 
Ferozepur East 
Ferozepur West 
Ferozepur South 
Amritsar North 
Amritsar Central 
Amritsar South 


Muhamma 


pur 


dan Rural 


Sik 


Urban 


Sikh Rural 


1 

1 

1 

1 


1 

1 

1 

1 

l 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 


1 

I 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

J 

1 

1 

1 

1 

J 

1 

1 
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Description of Constituency 


Number of Members 


Women’s Constituencies 


Sikh 

Amritsar . . . . . • . . . . 1 

Landholders \ 

East Punjab (Landholders) ....... I 

Central Punjab Landholders ....... 1 

Labour ‘ 0 

East Punjab (Non-Union Labour) ...... 1 

Schedule IV 

All constituencies of the Punjab Legislative Assembly, other than the 
European Constituency and the constituencies specified in Schedule III, but 
including the representative of the Scheduled Castes from the Amritsar and 
Sialliot Goneral Rural Constituency. 

V. P. MENON, Reforms Commr. 


( 2 ) 

GOVERNMENT OF INDIA 

SECRETARIAT OF THE GOVERNOR-GENERAL 

(REFORMS) 

NOTIFICATION 
New Delhi, the 16th June 1947. 

Nd. F. 50 47 R —The following Announcement by the Governor-General 
is published for genoral information. 

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE GOVERNOR-GENERAL 

In pursuance of paragraph 21 of the Statement by His Majesty’s Govern¬ 
ment dated the 3rd June 1947, His Exoellenoy the Governor-General is pleased 
to diroot that tho following procedure shall be followed for the purpose of 
giving otfoct to paragrapli 13 of the Statement :— 

(1) If in neoordanoo with tho procedure laid down in tho Announcement 
dated tho lOth .Tune 1947, it is decided that Bengal should be partitioned, th e 
Members of tho Bengal Legislative Assembly representing for the time being 
tho constituencies specified in Schedule II to that Announcement, shall foith 
with prooeod to deoido tho following question, namely :■— 

Whether, if 1 ho referendum to bo held in Sylhet District in accordance with 
aragraph 13 of tho Statement by His Majesty’s Government dated the 3rd 
Juno 1947 results in favour of t he amalgamation of tho district of Sylhet wi l 
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he ne w Province of Eastern Bengal, that Provinoe should agree to suoh amal¬ 
gamation. 

(2) The member of the above body appointed by the Governor under 
paragraph 3 of the Announcement dated the 10th June 1947, to preside over 
its meetings shall preside over meetings of that body held for the purpose of 
deciding the above question, and shall in due course communicate its deoision 
to the Governor of Bengal. 

(3) The Governor of Bengal shall communicate the terms of this 
announcement to all members of the above body. 

K. V. K. SUNDARAM, Addl. Seov. 


(3) 

GOVERNMENT OF INDIA 

SECRETARIAT OF THE GOVERNOR-GENERAL 

(REFORMS) 

NOTIFICATION 

% 

New Delhi , the 21st June 1917. 

No. F. 50/2/47-R. —The following Announcement by the Governor- 
General is published for general information. 

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE GOVERNOR-GENERAL 

Whereas in accordance with the provisions of paragraphs 5 to 8 of the 

Statement by His Majesty’s Government dated the 3rd June 1947 it has on 

the 20th June 1947 been decided that the Province of Bengal shall be parti¬ 
tioned. 1 


Now, therefore, in pursuance of paragraph 21 of the Statement His Excel¬ 
lency the Governor-General is pleased to direct that the following procedure 

shall be followed for the purpose of giving effect to paragraph 14 of the State- 
meat in respect of Bengal :— 


(1) With effect from the date of this Announcement the members elected 

by the Bengal Legislative Assembly to the existing Constituent Assemblv 
cease to be members thereof. u 


(2) The members of the Bengal Legislative Assembly representing for the 

ment dated the 10th June 1947 shall proceed to elect thek 
to the existing Constituent Assembly and the new Constituent Assemblv 
respectively as laid down in paragraph 14 of the Statement by the method of 
proportional representation with single transferable vote. °* 

(3) The Governor of Bengal shall take such steps as may the necessarv 

for the purpose of holding the elections referred to ™.)l , SSar ' 


K. V. K. SUNDARAM, Addl. Secy. 






M 


( 4 ) 

GOVERNMENT OF INDIA 

SECRETARIAT OF THE GOVERNOR-GENERAL 

(REFORMS) 

NOTIFICATION 
Nero Delhi , the 21 st June , 1947 

No. F. 50/3/47-E.—The following Announcement by the Governor-General 
is published for general information. 

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE GOVERNOR-GENERAL 

In pursuance of paragraph 21 of the Statement by His Majesty s Govern¬ 
ment dated the 3rd June 1947 the Governor-General is pleased to direct that 
the following procedure shall be adopted for the purpose of holding a referen¬ 
dum in Sylhet under paragraph 13 of the Statement:— 

1. The referendum shall be made to the persons included in the electoral 
rolls for the constituencies and part constituency of the Assam Legislative 
Assembly specified in the Schedule to this Announcement. 

2. The Governor-General may, in consultation with the Government oi 
Assam, appoint a Referendum Commissioner and such other officers as may 

be considered necessary. 

3 The Referendum Commissioner shall take such steps as he may consider 
necessarv to carry out the Referendum ; and may utilise the assistance 
of such officers and authorities as may be placed at. his disposal by the Govern¬ 
ment of Assam. 

4. The result of the Referendum shall be communicated to the Governor- 
General and to the Government of Assam by the Referendum Commissioner. 

Schedule 

I. The following General constituencies, namely 

Sunamganj 
Habibganj (North) 

Habibganj (South) 

South Sylhet (West.) 

South Sylhot (East) 

Sylhot Sadr (South) 

Sylhot Sadr (North) 

Karimganj (Wost) 

Karimganj (East) 

II. Tho following Muhammadan constituencies, namely : 

Sunamganj (Wost) 

Sunamganj (Contral) 

Sunamganj (East) 
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Sunamganj (South) 

Habibganj (North-West) 

Habibganj (North-East) 

Habibganj (South-West) 

Habibganj (South-East) 

South Sylhet (West) 

South Sylher (Central) 

South Sylhet (East) 

Sylhet Sadr (Central) 

Sylhet Sadr (North) 

Sylhet Sadr (West) 

Sylhet Sadr (East) 

Sylhet Sadr (South) 

Karimganj (West) 

Karimganj (Central) 

Karimganj (South) 

III. That portion of the Indian Christian constituency which is comprised 
in the Sylhet district. 

K. V. K SUNDARAM, Addl. Secy. 


(5) 

GOVERNMENT OF INDIA 

SECRETARIAT OF THE GOVERNOR-GENERAL 

(REFORMS) 


NOTIFICATION 
New Delhi the 23 rd June 1947 

No. F. 50/3/ 47-R.— The following Announcement by the Governor-General 
is published for general information. 


ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE GOVERNOR-GENERAL 


Whereas in accordance with the provisions of paragraphs 6 to 8 of the 
Statement by His Majesty’s Government dated the 3rd June 1947 it has on the 
23rd June 1947 been decided that the Province of the Punjab shall be parti¬ 
tioned ; 

Now, therefore, in pursuance of paragraph 21 of the Statement His Excel¬ 
lency the Governor-General is pleased to direct that the following procedure 
shall be followed for the purpose of giving effect to paragraph Hof the State¬ 
ment in respect of the Punjab :— 


(1) With effect from the date of this Announcement the members elect¬ 
ed by the Punjab Legislative Assembly to the existing Constituent Assembly 
cease to be members thereof. 
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(2) The members of the Punjab Legislative Assembly representing for the 
time beincr the consituencies specified in Shedules III and IV to the Announce¬ 
ment dated the 10th June 1947 shall proceed to elect their representatives to 
the existing Constituent Assombly and the new Constituent Assembly res¬ 
pectively, as laid down in paragraph 14 of the Statement, by the method of 
proportional representatation with single transferable vote. 

(3) The Governor of the Punjab shall take such steps as may be necessary 
or the purpose of holding the elections referred to in paragraph (2) above. 


( 6 ) 

No. F. 50/4/47-R—The following Announcement by the Governor-General 
is published for general information. 

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE GOVERNOR-GENERAL 

Whereas in accordance with the provisions of paragraph 5 to 8 of the 
Statement by His Majesty’s Government dated the 3rd June 1M it team 
the 23rd June 1947 been decided that the Provmce of the Punjab shall be pa 

tioned ; , 

Now, therefore, in pursuance of paragraph 21 of the Statement His Excel¬ 
lency the Governor-General is pleased to direct that the followmg procedure 
Iliad be followed for the purpose of holding a referendum m the North-West 
Frontier Province under paragraph 11 of the Statement : 

(11 The referendum shall be made to the persons included in the electoral 
roUs for the territorial constituencies of the North-West Frontier Province 

Legislative Assembly. . 

(2) There shall be a Referendum Commissioner for the purpose of making 

arrangements for, and conducting, the referendum. 

(3) The Referendum Commissioner shall take such steps as may be consi¬ 
dered necessary to carry out the referendum. 

(4) The result of the referendum shall be communicated by the Reforeiidum 
Commissioner to tho Governor General and to the Government of the Nortl 

West Frontier Province. K v K SUNDARAM, 

Officer on Special Duty. 


(7) 

GOVERNMENT OF INDIA 

SECRETARIAT OF THE GOVERNOR-GENERAL 

(REFORMS) 

NOTIFICATION 

New Delhi, the 24 th June 1947 

No F 50 5/47-R- —Tho following Announcement by the Governor-Genera 1 
i. puwiL for "ner.l information. 

announcement by the governor-general 

- In purauanco of paragraph^ oHto Statomw»n»3^Hi8^MAj88tyj*^o^^ 

_i9 n f the Statomont. 
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(4) The Agent to the Governor-General shall have power to regulate the# 
proceedings of the meeting in such manner as he may consider fair and proper. 

(5) The decision taken at the meeting shall be communicated to the 
Governor-General by the Agent to the Governor-General and shall be deemed 
to be’the decision of the Province. 


K. V. K. SUNDARAM. 
Officer on Special Duty. 


(8 ) 


* . 


Government of India 

SECRETARIAT OF THE GOVERNOR GENERAL 

(REFORMS) 

NOTIFICATION 

New Delhi. the 27th June 1947 


No. F. 50/6/47-R —The following Announcement by the Governor- 
General is published for general information. 

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE GOVERNOR GENERAL 


Whereas in accordance with paragraph 10 of the Statement by His 
Majesty’s Government dated the 3rd June 1947, it has been decided that the 
Constitution of the Province of Sind shall be framed in a new and separate 
Constituent Assembly. ‘ . 

Now therefore, in pursuance of paragraph 21 of the Statement His Excel¬ 
lency the Governor-General is pleased to direct as follows :— 

With effect from the date of this Announcement the members elected by 
the Sind Legislative Assembly to the existing Constituent Assembly cease to be 
members thereof. * 



K. V. K. SUNDARAM. 
Officer on Special Duty. 



* See Corrigendum issued on 26th June 1947. 
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(9 ) 

Government of India 

SECRETARIAT OF THE GOVERNOR-GENERAL 

(REFORMS) 

notification 

New Delhi, the 30th June 1947 


- No. F. 50/5/47-R-—The following Announcement, by the Gover o- 

General is published for general information. pvNFRAL 

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE GOVERNOR-GENERAL 

‘ Whereas, in accordance with the ^^1947, it has on the 29fch 

ment by His Majesty’s destitution of British Baluchistan shall be 

June 1947 been decided that the corvstnu y 0 f the repre- 

:r«ve“ 'JSXtZSZ* S- to participate in the existing Coneti- 

""tlre, in pursuance of 

Sr *is“n r o"he pSn elected f^™*™* 1 ** * ““ 

— " ~ *° ^ a ” K ; ^ARAM. 

Officer on Special Duty. 


( 10 ) 

Government of India 

SECRETARIAT OF THE GOVERNOR-GENERAL 

(REFORMS) 

NOTIFICATION 
New Delhi the 30th J une 1947 

„„ D SO-?/®-!*—' The following Announcement by the Governor- 

General GOVERNOR-GENERAL 

Whoreaj in accordance with the 1947 it has been dooid- 

mout by Hit.Majesty.'Gov— ^ted the^rd Ju ^ ^. 

«’ that the Provinces of Bengal and th j Statement, F - 


1 


lat the Provinces of Bengal ana i “ statem ent, His Excel- 

«- *' mounc6mM '‘ 

3K £££ paragraphs 9 and 13 thereof 

... Th8r0 .hall be two Boundary Commissions, one for Bengal 

ether for tho Punjab, consisting of the following. 


•« 
-l C 


For Bengal : 
Cli airman 

Members 


To be appointed later. 

Mr. Justice Bijan Kumar Mukherjea. 

y[r. Justice C. C. Biswaa* 

Mr. Justice Abu Saleh Mohamad Akf* 
Mr. Justice S. A. Rahman. 
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For the Punjab — 

Chairman • To be appointed later. 

Members . . .Mr. Justice Din Muhammad.| 

Ah-. Justice Muhammad Munir.* 
Mr, Justice Mehr Chand Mahajan. 
Mr . Justice Teja Singh. 


(NoTE _It is intended to appoint the same person as Chairman of 

the Boundary Commissions.) 


both 


(2) The two Boundary Commissions shall be summoned to meet as early 
as possible by the Governor of the respective Provinces, and shall submit their 

reports at the earliest possible date. 

(3) The terms of reference for the two Commissions shall be as follows 


For Bengal — 

The Boundary Commission is instructed to demarcate the boundaries 
of the two parts of Bengal on the basis of ascertaining the contiguous majority 
areas of Muslims and non-Muslims. In doing so. it will also take into account 

other factors. 

In the event of the referendum in the District of Sylhet resulting in favour 

of amalgamation with Eastern Bengal, the Boundary Commission will also 
demarcate the Muslim majority areas of Sylhet District and the contiguous 
Muslim majority areas of the adjoining districts of Assam. 

r 

For the Punjab .— 


The Boundary Commission is instructed to demarcate the boundaries of 
the two parts of the Punjab on the basis of ascertaining the contiguous 
majority areas of Muslims and non-Muslims. In doing so it will also take 

into account other factors. 


K. V. K. SUNDARAM. 
Officer on Special Duty. 
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